
Hello Walker!

Thank you for you interest in our Lake Eyre & Arkaroola tour. Spend 8 days traveling 
remote outback tracks, both on foot and by 4wd. You'll experience South Australia's 
remote northern outback wilderness and enjoy the best day walks in Vulkathunha – 
Gammon Ranges National Park, Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary and Lake Eyre – Kati 
Thanda National Park.

Departs & returns - Adelaide

Price $3150 - 7 Nights: Twin share accommodation

(single occupancy upgrade available for an additional $470)

1 Night: Blinman Hotel
4 Nights: Greenwood Lodge - Arkaroola
1 Night: Marree Hotel
1 Night: Eldo Hotel Woomera

Trip Itinerary:he De
ad Heart - 8 day to

Day 1 – Adelaide to Blinman (Travel day with upto 3 km walking)

Gets underway with a 6:30 am early morning departure from Adelaide and out through 
the Northern reaches of the SA capital towards the town of Red Hill where we have a 
short comfort stop where were we will introduce the trip in detail.

The journey onwards passes along side the Flinders Ranges tracing the old tracks of 
pioneering pastoralists. Our next port of call is the Prairie Hotel where you can buy 
yourself a cuppa, ice cream or cheeky afternoon beer. Again it’s only brief because we 
want to get to Blinman an historical copper mining town in the Northern reaches of the 
Flinders Ranges. We have time to explore town on foot before settling into our fine digs 
for the evening at the historic Blinman Hotel.

Day 2 – Chambers Gorge (6 km walking) 

Today we journey along picturesque gravel roads through the more remote Northern 
Flinders Ranges. A late morning detour on a short 4wd track sees our arrival at the rarely 
visited Mount Chambers Gorge. We enjoy a short walk to an extensive Aboriginal 
petroglyph site, set amongst towering rock walls and a spring fed river bed. The 



Chambers Gorge area is also a great spot to see the Sturt Desert Pea growing naturally 
in the wild and when in flower it's just simply beautiful.

More 4wd tracks in the afternoon before our day winds up in the fabulous and remote 
village of Arkaroola. Arkaroola is run by the Sprigg family as private wilderness retreat 
and an important conservation reserve. Arkaroola has so much to offer avid 
bushwalkers, naturalist's and geologist's.

Accommodation during our 4 night stay is in the Greenwood lodge. Each room has a 
double bed, a smaller single bed and it's own en suite. There are no TV’s in the room. 
Greenwood lodge has a central gallery with tables where we dine or we'll sit around the 
fire next to to the pool and enjoy a relaxed outside BBQ.

Day 3 – Grindles Hut & Weetootla Gorge walk (14 km walking)

Not far from the village of Arkaroola is short 4wd track that leads us to the beginning of 
our days walk. The trail is a 14 km circuit in the Vulkathunha-Gammon Ranges National 
Park that includes the stunning Weetootla Gorge and Grindells Hut. This is a moderately 
challenging walk, with historical interest and varied natural landscapes and unlike 
anything you are likely to have encountered before. We have all day on the trail before 
returning to Arkaroola in the late afternoon where we enjoy an evening of fine tucker 
around the fire.

Day 4 – Mawson Trail & Arkaroola sights (5 or 12 km walking)

Gives you the option of partaking in Arkaroola's iconic Ridge top 4WD tour. Alternatively 
you can just relax around the village, or head off on the 6 km Acacia ridge walk. After 
lunch we will be off to explore the Northern reaches of Arkaroola to see the Bolle Bollana 
smelters and Bolle Bollana water hole before enjoying a stunning 4km well tracked walk 
on the Mawson Trail back into the village of Arkaroola.

Ridge top tour is optional but highly recommended and costs $140.

Day 5 – Bararanna Gorge Walk (10 km walking)

The walk today is quite varied and allows us to discover the true geological story of 
Arkaroola as we explore many different geological formations on a magnificent hike 
through Bararanna Gorge. The walking is rough underfoot; but the scenery is just 
awesome! There are pools of still water indicating that this usually dry environment does 
get it's share of rain. We’ll be eating our lunches out on the trail under the shade of some 
enormous ancient river red gums.

In the afternoon we'll take a detour to a vantage point overlooking welcome pound where 
you'll be rewarded with some of the most expansive views in the area.

With a fire blazing away it’s time to dine under a million stars. Perhaps tonight you might 
like to consider doing an astronomy tour. Optional $40

Day 6 – Historic Farina & Marree (travel day with short walks)

We depart Arkaroola today and venture into the Heart of Australia's outback. The arid 
lands that surround Lake Eyre are unbelievingly beautiful with vistas in every direction. 
We see traditional Ochre cliffs and walk amongst the ruins of the Great Northern Railway  



at the historic rail head town of Farina. The quiet Ghan town of Marree at the start of the 
Oodnadatta track is our destination today. We will arrive in the afternoon allowing time 
for optional flights over Lake Eyre and the opportunity to explore the history of this 
remote outback town.

We stay at the historic Marree Hotel and sit down for a 2 course dinner in the restaurant 
this evening.

Marree is the closest place to fly over Lake Eyre - Optional flights with Bush Pilots start 
at $320 for a 1 hour flight. 

Day 7 – Lake Eyre & the Oodnadatta Track (Lake Eyre walk)

We begin our day with a continental breakfast in the Marree Hotel before hitting the 
Oodnadatta track bound for the Southern shores of Lake Eyre. We stop to witness the 
seemingly endless salt pan to horizon like mirage as we walk out onto the lake shore. 
This walk changes from year to year as does the moisture content of the lake and the 
surface we walk on. If there is water in the lake; as there has been in recent years, you 
will be in for a very unique and rare experience.

In the afternoon we turn off the Oodnadatta track and pass alongside the Olympic Dam 
mine and the distant opal fields of Andamooka. We finish our days journey at the utterly 
unique town of Woomera.

Tonight we stay at the Eldo Hotel - being an army base each room has exactly the same 
configuration. The rooms are very comfortable and clean but also very simple. There are 
two rooms with a double bed in one and two single beds in the other. We think you'll 
enjoy your experience staying here as it is utterly unique. We enjoy our last dinner 
together at the local restaurant (own expense)

Day 8 – Woomera & Arid Lands Botanical Gardens (2 – 4km walking)

We get underway with a continental breakfast before departing for the Arid Lands 
Botanical gardens just north of Pt Augusta.

Enjoy the extensive gardens filled with possibly the largest variety of arid land plants on 
the well laid out network of short walking trails. It's a great opportunity to see plants in 
flower that we may not have seen over the last week exploring the arid regions of SA. 
The botanical gardens has arguably the largest Eremophila collection in the world and 
it's something they are very proud of.

We arrive in Adelaide around 6:00 – 6:30pm.



Further Information:

Now for a little more help with preparing for the actual trip.

Multiple pick up at different hotels takes a lot of time and with an early start we have 
decided on this trip to pick up at one central departure location. We depart from 
Adelaide’s Mercure Hotel at 125 North Terrace, at 6.30am and return to the same 
location in the evening of the final day about 6.00pm. We can drop you off in the 
Adelaide CBD. There is a long travel day on the first and last days and as such delays 
could cause late arrival at the end of the trip and we recommend booking flights the 
following day. We do not drop off at the airport on this trip so If you have to book a 
flight back out on the final day you'll need to grab a taxi from the first drop off 
point. You'll need to book a flight that departs from 8.30pm onwards. 

If you need help with accommodation in Adelaide, we recommend you contact the South 
Australian Travel and Visitor Centre on 1300 655 276. 

Guests on our South Australian trips often stayed at:

Mercure Grosvenor Hotel - http://www.mercuregrosvenorhotel.com.au/
Majestic Roof Garden Hotel - http://www.roofgardenhotel.com.au/

Things to note:

Temperature variations are between 4 at night time to 28 degrees during the day so it is 
essential that you bring warm clothing including a beanie, fleece jacket for the cold 
nights. Guest often also bring thermals, gloves which at times are nice to have.

During the day items such as long-sleeve shirts, thick walking socks, shorts and long 
pants and of course a broad brimmed hat will serve you well. Your best preparation is to 
have layered clothing that can go from warm to cool in the course of a day’s walk. 
There’s plenty of fine red dust in the outback so lean towards cotton items for your days 
trekking. And don’t forget your rain jacket and sunscreen.

Footwear.
This walk can be pretty exacting on footwear. This is not lush alpine walking rather it can 
be rocky and uneven underfoot. The best footwear for the trip will be boots of some 
description. If your intention is to buy new boots for the trip make sure that you do so as 
soon as you can in order to break them in. If you’ll be wearing an existing pair of walking 
boots then give them some time to break them back in and soften up. At day’s end, 
when we are relaxing, having a softer pair of shoes to change into will bring your feet 
gentle relief. 

Important note on footwear: In recent years we are finding an alarming number of guests 
experience total failure of their trusted hiking boots. The most common failure is 
delaminating soles and this is unable to be fixed properly. If your shoes have been “shoe 
glued” back together in the past (possibly on another trip by your guides) please replace 
the footwear. “Shoe glue” is a good bush fix but doesn’t last. If you have any lose areas 
on your soles replace with new boots. Strangely enough this is not restricted to brands 

http://www.mercuregrosvenorhotel.com.au/
http://www.roofgardenhotel.com.au/


and we have seen an alarmingly high amount of failures in 10 – 15 year old Scarpa 
boots which are considered some of the best. If in doubt ask and expert outdoor store 
and replace if necessary.

Luggage.
Is restricted 15kg in soft bags only. Duffle bags or backpacks are great. Please also be 
aware that your luggage may get dust on it while traveling in the trailer. 

What to expect of the food.
The variety and quality of the food served is the regular high standard. We set out a 
spread for making your days’ lunches, and provide continental breakfasts each morning. 
Dinners prepared by guides are delicious two-course meals and there is just one dinner 
at your own expense. There is always fresh fruit and plenty of trail snacks. 

Items that are Own Expense. 
Below are items that are own expense and their approximate costs.
1. We will be eating out for one night. This meal is at your own expense. 
2. There are other incidental expenses such as coffees, ice-creams, etc at some of our 

stops.

There are also other options such as doing a four-wheel drive ridge top tour, observatory 
tour and scenic flight over Lake Eyre which can be booked while on tour. 

Suggested packing list

As a walker you will need to have your own day pack and water bladders

Here is a suggested list of what walkers will need to be wearing and to have in 
their day pack:

 Fleece jacket, beanie and gloves for cold mornings

 water bottle or drinking bladder, min 2 to 3 litre

 high factor sunscreen and sun hat

 blister pads and / or tape for rubbing and/or blisters

 antiseptic hand gel

 sun glasses

 walking poles (optional)

 gaiters (optional)

 Camera



A few final things:

 Please bring a large soft bag rather than hard suitcase 

 Ensure you bring warm clothing for the nights and mornings including beanie, 
gloves, thermals. 

List of what we provide:
 One or two guides (depending on tour numbers), who will drive, cook and care 

for you. 

 Transport - We travel in a custom build Aussie Overlander 4wd vehicle with 
comfortable coach seating for 15 passengers and a kitchen trailer in tow. 

 6 dinners, 8 lunches, 7 breakfasts. Plus trail snacks, nibbles, fresh fruit

 Whilst at our accommodation the kettle will always be ready to boil, plenty of tea, 
coffee, milo and biscuits.

 7 nights accommodation on a twin share basis (single supplement available at 
additional expense).

If you have any further question about the trip please let us know. We are always happy 
to discuss our trips in detail to ensure it is the right trip for you. Your our priority!




